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John D. Porterfield, M.D. (second from left), ASHA Honorary Life Member- 
ship recipient, with Dr. Fred Bode, Superintendent of Schools, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio; Philip R. Mather, ASHA president; and Dr. Robert N. Hoyt, Secretary of 
the Joint Social Hygiene Committee, Cleveland, Ohio. 


ASHA AWARDS HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
TO JOHN D. PORTERFIELD, M.D., 


John D. Porterfield, M.D., Deputy 
Surgeon General of the United States 
Public Health Service, was made an 
Honorary Life Member of the Ameri- 
can Social Hygiene Association at the 
annual meeting of the Ohio Social Hy- 
giene Council on November 21. The 
event was held at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Akron, Ohio. 

Presentation of the membership was 
made by Philip R. Mather, president 
of the American Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation. 

In presenting the award, Mr. Mather 
pointed out that the American Social 
Hygiene Association is and has been 
“concerned not only with fighting ven- 
ereal disease, with the problems of 


prostitution and all its attendant evils 
and vices, the exploitation of young 
women and girls, the danger to our 
young men of promiscuous sexual be- 
havior with its resulting damage, but 
also with the more basic maladjust- 
ments which lie at the root of all these 
evils in our society.”” He continued, 
“We are deeply involved in Education 
for Marriage, Parenthood and Family 
Life. And it is right on this point that 
Dr. Porterfield has made perhaps his 
greatest contribution to the Social Hy- 
giene Movement.” He added, “From 
the earliest days of his association, as 
a Public Health Officer, with the VD 
problem, he recognized it as essen- 
tially one of human behavior which 
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would require first, research into the 
factors motivating unsocial sexual be- 
havior, and second, educational pro- 
grams developed out of such research.” 

Honorary Life Memberships are 
awarded by the American Social Hy- 
giene ‘Association to a select few in 
recognition of outstanding effort in the 
field of social hygiene. 

Dr. Porterfield’s concern with social 
hygiene was originally stimulated by 
experience in venereal disease clinics 
in the early “forties,”’ and by an assign- 
ment to Puerto Rico in 1944 as Re- 
gional Consultant in Venereal Disease 
Control. It was there that he came into 
close working relationships with Dr. 
R. A. Vondelehr, pioneer in modern 
VD control techniques, and with the 
late Dr. William Freeman Snow, pi- 
oneer in collaboration between vol- 
unteer and official public health ser- 
vices. 

The American Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation had already demonstrated na- 
tionally and internationally the effec- 
tive roles which a voluntary organi- 
zation could play in providing public 
information, preventive education, in- 
vestigation of community sources of 
VD—such as commercialized prosti- 
tution, and in working with commun- 
ity leadership to bring about strong 
support for public health programs. 
Dr. Porterfield recognized the values 
of official-voluntary agency team work 
then, and has never lost sight of them 
since. 

In Puerto Rico, and subsequently in 
Ohio, Dr. Porterfield was consistent 
in proclaiming his conviction that di- 
agnosis and treatment of VD, even in 
the Rapid Treatment Centers which he 
helped to develop, could not alone re- 
sult in maximum control of venereal 
diseases. He believed that other fortes 
such as intensified and accelerated case 
finding for the already ill and for the 
well, and a sustained public education 
effort directed toward youth and their 
parents was vitally needed. 

As Deputy Surgeon General of the 
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American Social Hygiene 


The Board of Directors of the 
American Social Hygiene Association 
has voted to increase the regular mem- 
bership in the association from $2.00 
to $5.00, effective January 1, 1959. 

This increase has become necessary 
because the cost of providing service 
to members, which includes the So- 
cial Hygiene News, social hygiene 
pamphlets, the annual report and 


American Legion 
Presents $10,000 
To ASHA 


Arthur Wilkie, National Child Wel- 
fare chairman of The American Le- 
gion, presented a check for $10,000 to 
T. Lefoy Richman, Associate Executive 
Director of ASHA at the American 
Legion Middle Atlantic Child Welfare 
Conference which was held in New- 
port News, Va., on November 6. 

Mr. Richman received the check on 
behalf of the Association for continu- 
ing studies in the field of juvenile 
behavior. 

An abstract of the speech given by 
Mr. Richman will appear in the next 
issue of “Social Hygiene News.” 


People And Places 


Edna Merrell, former Washington 
State chairman for Congregational 
women, was principal speaker at a 
recent meeting of the Spokane County 
Social Hygiene Association. 

P. K. Houdek, executive secretary 
of the Kansas City Social Hygiene So- 
ciety, spoke before the YWCA YW 
Wives. His topic was “Be Yourself.” 

At a recent meeting of the Social 
Hygiene Association of Dayton and 
Montgomery County, Harold L. Kin- 
zig, assistant campaign! director, ad- 
dressed the group on the combined 
Chest-Red Cross Drive. 

Mrs. Meredith Nicholson, Jr., ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Indianapolis 
Social Hygiene Association was 
awarded one of the Women’s Council 
of the Indianapolis Chamber of Com- 
merce Women of the Year awards. 


Brotherhood Week 


The National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews announce that Brother- 
hood Week will be observed through- 
out the country, February 15-22. 


Association Memberships 


other special reports, is considerably 
in excess of the previous $2.00 mem- 
bership fee. 

The board also provided for addi- 
tional classes of contributing member- 
ships in order to secure increased sup- 
port in New York City, Chicago, and 
other cities not supporting ASHA 
through Community Chests or United 
Funds. 


NLN Board Acts On Accreditation, 
Practical Nursing, Psychiatric Aid, 
Education, ANA Relationships 


Meeting in special session November 
6 and 7 in New York City, the Board 
of Directors of the National League for 
Nursing took action to secure NLN’s 
role in the future of accreditation of 
diploma nursing programs. It also 
approved measures to improve the 
education of practical nurses and psy- 
chiatric aides and to strengthen re- 
lationships between nursing leagues 
and nurses’ association on national, 
state and local levels. 


Recommendations stimulating these 
actions came to the board from the 
American Hospital Association and 
the American Nurses Association, and 
from steering committees of several 
NLN departments and councils. 


Pierre B. McBride, acting for the 
Governor of Kentucky, presents title 
of Honorary Kentucky Colonel to 
Philip R. Mather, ASHA president. 


Mrs. Rollin Brown 
To Chair 
White House Conference 


President Eisenhower has appointed 
Mrs. Rollin Brown of Los Angeles, 
immediate past president of the Na- 
tional Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers, chairman of the National Com- 
mittee for the 1960 Golden Annivers- 
ary White House Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth, which will be held 
in Washington, D. C., this coming 
March. 


Arthur S. Fleming, Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare will 
serve as honorary vice-chairman; and 
Mrs. Katherine B. Oettinger, chief of 
the U. S. Children’s Bureau has been 
appointed secretary. President Eisen- 
hower will serve as honorary chair- 
man. 


The ninety-two conference mem- 
bers, representing all geographic re- 
gions and myriad categories of inter- 
est include: Ruth Stout, president of 
the National Education Association; 
Hurst Anderson, president of Ameri- 
can University; Luther Foster, presi- 
dent of Tuskegee Institute; Ralph Ty- 
ler, director, Center for Study in the 
Behavioral Sciences, Stanford Uni- 
versity; Milton J. Senn, director, Child 
Study Center, Yale University; Mrs. 
James C. Parker, president of the Na- 
tional Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers; Gladys Sheridan, principal, Hast- 
ings Elementary School, Gottenburg, 
Nebraska; and A. John Holden, Jr., 
state commissioner of education, 
Montpelier, Vermont. 


In announcing appointment of the 
National Committee for the 1960 Con- 
ference, the White House noted that 
this will be the sixth such conference 
held since 1909. It is traditionally 
held every ten years for the purpose 
of a nationwide stock-taking of chil- 
dren’s needs. In each the President of 
the United States has given his per- 
sonal leadership. 
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Dr. Edgar C. Cumings 
Director Of ASHA 


Education Division 


The appointment of Dr. Edgar C. 
Cumings, Dean of Curriculum at Lake 
Erie College for Women, Painesville, 
Ohio, as director of the American So- 
cial Hygiene Association’s Division 
of Education has been announced by 
Conrad Van Hyning, ASHA executive 
director. 

The new Director of the Education 
Division was formerly associated with 
ASHA as Director of Public Informa- 
tion and as a Consultant on the staff 
of the Education Division. Prior to 
that Dr. Cumings had been Dean of 
DePauw University, Vice President 
and Dean of Hiram College and Presi- 
dent of Canterbury College. 

Dr. Cumings secured his A.B. and 
M.A. from Indiana University, and his 
Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. 
He has also studied at the University 
of Leipsig and is a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. 

Dr. Cumings replaces Dr. Ellis F. 
White as Director of the Division of 
Education. Dr. White has been granted 
a year’s leave of absence to join the 
staff of IBM as executive director of 
their Education Advisory Council. 

Dr. Cumings will begin his new 
duties on January 2, 1959. 


Association Names 
President 


At the annual meeting of Social 
Hygiene Affiliates held December 8 
and 9 in ASHA headquarters in New 
York City, Mrs. Vera G. Bruhn was 
elected president of the National As- 
sociation of Social Hygiene Execu- 


tives. Mrs. Bruhn is the executive 
director of the Social Hygiene and 
Mental Health Association of Birming- 
ham, Alabama. 

Former president of the association 
was Dr. Robert N. Hoyt, secretary of 
the Joint Social Hygiene Committee 
of Cleveland, Ohio. 


Texas Social Welfare Association 

“A Changing Texas—Time for De- 
cision,” was the theme of the 48th 
Annual Conference of the Texas Social 
Welfare Association which was held in 
Austin, Texas, November 16-19. 

About 550 delegates, volunteers as 
well as professionals, attended, a rec- 
ord for the conference. 

ASHA was represented by South- 
west Field Director, Harold M. Slutes. 


American Social Hygiene Association International 
Advisory Committee Meets 


The International Advisory Com- 
mittee of the American Social Hygiene 
Association met in the association’s 
offices at 1790 Broadway on December 
4. 

Dr. Henry Van Zile Hyde, assistant 
to the Surgeon General for Interna- 
tional Health, United States Public 
Health Service, discussed in detail, 
recent interests and evidences which 
indicate that the subject of interna- 
tional health in all of its ramifications 
is becoming a major area of concern 
to the executive branch of the United 
States Government, to Congress, to 
voluntary groups, and to the public. 
Discussion followed on the possibility 
of offering the resources of ASHA and 
the Union (IUVDT) to further this 
movement in the future. 


Mr. Norman Acton, executive di- 
rector, United States Committee for 
UNICEF, presented highlights on the 
recent study that he made, at the re- 
quest of the executive director of 
UNICEF, on non-governmental rela- 
tionships with UNICEF, whizh was ac- 
cepted by the excutive board of 
UNICEF at its meeting in September, 
1958. 

Plans were discussed for the next 
General Assembly of the Union which 
is to be held in London in 1959, and 
a report was given on the activities 
of the International Division in the 
Americas and elsewhere in the last 
year. 

Dr. Bruce Webster, chairman of the 
International Advisory . Committee, 
presided. 


ASHA International Advisory Committee Meeting on December 4 (Left 
to right) Norman Acton, Executive Director, United States Committee for 
UNICEF; Mary Mangan, Director, Division of Public Information, ASHA; 
E. Gurney Clark, M.D., Professor of Epidemiology of Columbia University and 
Medical Consultant, ASHA; Josephine V. Tuller, Director, International Divi- 
sion, ASHA; Joseph H. Douglass, Ph.D., Program Coordination Officer, Dept. 
of Health, Education and Welfare; Bruce Webster, M.D., Associate Professor 
of Urology, Cornell University, Technical Counselor, International Union 
against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses, and Chairman, Inter- 
national Advisory Committee, ASHA; Conrad Van Hyning, Executive Director, 
ASHA; Aiko Yoshinaga Abé, Assistant Director, Regional Office for the Amer- 
icas, International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses; 
W. Douglas M. Harris, M.D. (guest), Consultant on Venereal Diseases and 
Treponematoses, World Health Organization and the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau; Special Trainee in Epidemiology, Columbia University; Henry Van 
Zile Hyde, M.D., Assistant to the Surgeon General for International Health, 
U. S. Public Health Service. 
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ASHA Honorary 
Life Membership 


(Continued from page 1) 


United States Public Health Service, 
a rank which he received in 1957, Dr. 
Porterfield is one of the country’s 
youngest top public service execu- 
tives. Born in Chicago, he is a fifth 
generation Porterfield physician. 


Before assuming his present duties, 
Dr. Porterfield had filled numerous 
executive positions of major responsi- 
bility. For seven years, while on leave 
of absence from the Public Health Ser- 
vice, he was Director of Ohio’s De- 
partment of Health and for two years 
was Director of the Ohio Department 
of Mental Health and Correction. 


The program of the Ohio Social Hy- 


giene Council’s Annual Meeting was 


focused on “Youth Behavior in the 
Space Age.” A panel discussion on this 
topic was moderated by Mr. Fred 
Bode, Superintendent of Schools, Cuy- 
ahoga Falls, Ohio. Panel members 
were: Bernard J. Roetzel, former 
judge of the Juvenile Court of Sum- 
mit County; Dr. H. O. DeGraff, Psy- 
cologist, Juvenile Court of Summit 


County; Rev. Robert Maxwell, pastor, 
Free Methodist Church, Akron; and 
Dr. William H. Hallaway, Director, 
Mental Hygiene Clinic, Akron. Charles 
Messner, ASHA Division of Education 
was panel summarizer. 
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National Social Welfare Assembly Meets In New York 


Identifying the real barriers to so- 
cial progress and discussing how to 
break through them was the main 
business of the fourteenth annual 
meeting of The National Social Wel- 
fare Assembly which was held De- 
cember 9 and 10 at the Biltmore Hotel 
in New York City. 

The Assembly, which is the coordi- 
nating organization for sixty-seven 
national public and private health, 
welfare and recreation agencies in the 
United States, holds semi-annual for- 
ums for open discussion of major social 
welfare issues and problems common 
to its member agencies. 


“Social welfare is facing its great- 
est test,”’ said Hugh R. Jackson, Presi- 
dent, Better Business Bureau of New 
York, and the Assembly’s president. 
He continued that service lags in so- 
cial welfare programs were becoming 
more apparent and that “adjustments 
must be found if social welfare is to 
make an effective contribution.” 


J. Donald Kingsley, Executive Di- 
rector, Community Council of Greater 
New York, presided at the opening 
session in which social welfare leaders 
discussed such questions as the in- 
creasing assumption of responsibility 
for social welfare programs by govern- 
ment; service lags which result in no 
service or insufficient service to city 
newcomers, older citizens, and people 


dislocated by housing and urban re- 
newal; whether planning for social 
services in new areas such as suburbs 
and new cities should follow tradi- 
tional patterns; and whether the na- 
tion’s financial resources for meeting 
the needs of people are being properly 
applied. 

Dr. Ernest F. Witte, Executive Di- 
rector, Council on Social Work Edu- 
cation, presided over the second ses- 
sion. Experiences and activities of 
welfare agencies in many parts of the 
country were described by partici- 
pants to indicate current adjustments 
and achievements in line with chang- 
ing social welfare needs. . 

Professor Marshall E, Dimock, All- 
University Head, Department of Gov- 
ernment, New York University, ad- 
dressed the closing session. His topic 
was “Voluntary Service in Our 
Growth Economy.” 

Approximately 300 lay and profes- 
sional representatives from all parts 
of the country attended the sessions. 


Syphilis Rises 


The number of syphilis cases in the 
United States rose last year from 131,- 
763 in 1956 to 136,039, according to a 
report issued by the Public Health 
Service in November. 
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